August 5th Discussion Board Options Menu: Forum
Watch the following pick 3 out of the 5 videos to watch below. Describe your reaction and thoughts concerning the videos relating it back to today's class lecture notes. 
The first 2 videos are Ted Talks:
· https://youtu.be/-U4Cq-dgNnw
· https://youtu.be/HagAuIu1RkM 
The last 3 videos contain pictures and video involving cults that appeared in the news media
· 10 dangerous beliefs and cults: https://youtu.be/MoRAOzc7KKI
· Political Cults/QAnon:  https://youtu.be/aKogNmj-D0U
Former Cult member compares his experience vs Hollywood Depictions: 
https://www.dailymotion.com/video/x7sx354
After you post then respond thoughtfully to at least 2 other classmates indicating you have read what they have written.

Response
The first and second videos are very emotional and it has given me a better perspective about cults.  Cults are influential and rob away the power for one to enjoy free and independent life. The two women suffered a lot mentally, emotionally and mentally not just for being cut off from rest of society but living with restricted life as dictated by cult leaders. Cults are punitive and the two women were very brave in cutting their links with their families and cults and seek a more liberal and independent life. Their stories have touched me and provided a true inspiration about cultism and the need to opt out. 
In the third video on the “10 Most Disturbing Cults & Religious Practices”, I see how cults have a damaging influence on the followers including brainwashing, suicides, extortion, denial for happiness, and extremist behavior including physical harm (torture, kidnapping, child abuse and sexual assaults).  I empathize with thousands of people that may be tied up in cults and have no way out. Being a cult is such a terrifying experience and I hope authorities continue infiltrating and dismantling them. 


Replies: 
1. Reply to Maia Shafaq
Hi, you made such a perfect observation. Cults are selfish and so punitive to many people. No one should be enticed to join a cult, not even innocent children. They are lots of horror stories and the authorities should be keener to disintegrate them. For me, cultism is a bitter pill and I would never ever one. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]
2. Reply to Delahnie Davis
I watched most of the videos and all I can conclude is that cults are so evil and punitive to people. From your observations, it is true that most cults are exploiting religions and imposing their own customs that subject members to perennial pain and suffering. There should an explicit police taskforce to crack down cults and save people from the oppressive cults. Leaving a cult is one of the most of the bravest thing to do and it should be more common. Good thoughts, Delahnie. 
